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Merino Sheep.

Americng Merinn sheep are desconded from
the Rpanist, Merinos imported into this coun-
try many years ago. Buot our clinate and
soil, not to say the bounding air of a free
country, have so ckanged them that they are
now to all intents and purposes n distinet
family, just us the American trotting horse
15 a distinot broed,

The American Merino is the basis of the
shoep and wool intenst in the United States
For muiton it is not so goad, according to
some authorities, as the Soutludown, but for
wool it & sleolutely indispensable,  No other
sheep can tuke ity place for this purpose
Breeding hos steadily improved it, and con-
tinues to do so.

The ram in the picture in the picture is
wool down to his hools.  Noother cheep pro-
duces such o weight of floses, Croozier men-
tiond that he hus sen unwashoel Merine
fleoces  that weighed thirty-four pounds
There L5 20 muchoil in them that they some-
tinws clean down to a fourth of their un-
waslud woight. Even then, However, their
fleeces pre much heavior than those of ordin-
ary .\'lnwp.

AMIERICAN MERINO BRAM
The Uustration shows “Captain Jack ™ a

sheep that has won many prizes. Rams of
this biood have been sold as high as §10,030,
Thay are the fme-woolsl sheep of the coun-
try. They are easily kept, and are well fittad
for hilly end mountainms regions, and are
strong amd hanly.  They ame the favorie
breed of the Pacific glope,

Thers wro o fow breeds of animais in which
Amoriva leads the worll, and the Merino
shaip (s tne of thesn,

Mr, Crogier, author of “How the Farm
Pays,” =ays he foxls his sheep on cut peas and
sats o winter. He leaves water in thuie
vench constantly, gives them pow aned
then, and onee tnawhile a littlo sulphur.  In

anlt

te:mn belng measmiranly Lmpervious to frost, |
the produocing seasca s prolonged from forty
to sixty days,
It creates a rich, moist and loamy soil

out of the most unpromising hard pan.

6. It prevents the wahing of surfuce soils
from hillside furms Juring heavy raing

7. Springs are created on the most sterdle
billsides,

8. Drouth §s effectually guarded against

Laying Sod to Suoit a Iog.

In the spring there is o cluss of mean farm-
ers who turn their eattle into the road that
their pastures may get a be'ter starte Taeir
cows, leaving the highways, play the wis-
chief with grassy lawns or shrubbery, and
oecasionally find their way into a garden, de
stroying evervthivg above ground., When
they leave, the industrious hog, who is let ut
for o dittle frosh spring  foud, completes the
destruction of the horned brute. He bas a
s for buriness  He detects the tender
bults with his keen scent as surely as the set-
ter does the quail, He never falls to bring
up and dovour anything that suits h's taste,
and be has an appetite that is never satisfied
with what he unearths, and be is omnivorous
in bis habits.  One old one, with her never-
tiring followers, can destroy more sod, and
tenr up more gutters and plants in one day
Lnn the whole horde is worth,

A Jonrned divine who had enltivated tastes
and mweans to gratify them had, at grent ox-
pense, tastefully graded and sodded o large
yanl about his beautiful home, The worn-
ing after the work had all been completed he
stepped ont before breaklnst to gratify his
eve in beholding what the night before was
a thing of beauty and a joy to all passers
by. But, alas! to his horror, during that
first night the neighbor's enterpuising sow
and family bad Leen there and turned the
nice sxl into a disgusting mass.  The D1

did not utter cuss words  He folded his
arms  peacefully and romarked  meckly:
“Well, no mwan ever could lay sl to suit

bz, ""— Ben: Perley Poore in American Culti-
vator.

Lown and Yard Grassos.

Don't forget yonr grassy lawn or door
vard this spring.  If you have not time for
many tlowers von cortainly have leisure for
making a beautiful leight green grass plot
about your house,

Beedsmen sell what they call mixed lawn
grasws.  W. J. Beal, professor of botany and
forvstry in the Michigan Agricultural col-
legw, has struck consternation into the hearts |
of nurserymen and seedsmen by analyzing
the mixtures they send ont, neatly labeled
and sold for from $4 1o §5.50 a bushel

found, without exception, that the com-

[ potrals contained quantities of wieed seds
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Here lunl Cut llr.

Wa have been giving illustrutions and de-
| seriptions of the difforent breeds of cattle,
fraan time to time, that the readers of this |
column may know what are the standard
breeds, aud what they are useful for. We
shall continue this until all the main strains
of blood kuown have appeared in owr agri-
cultural department,

This week we present o picture of a fine
Hereford bull,  The Hereford cattle get their
name from the county in England in which
they originnted,  They are the prize fat beef
cattle of England, They and the Devons are
the oldest known brecds of domesticated
cattle,

Their flesh s evenly distributed in streaks
of red and white of the fat and lean,
are the nearest solid beef, without waste, of
any bovines in existance.  Nature seems evon |
to have grudged them legs in her dosire to
l make meat of them. They have bean bred to
{ beef for centuries, and the animal in the pic-
ture shows the result. There is lss waste in
the m for beef than there is in the Short Horns,
They ave not great milkers in themsalves, but
when crossed with our native cows make nse-
ful dniry or farm animals, Crossed  with
Short Horns, they would make very fine
genoral purpose cattle,

|

AEREFORD BIULL.

are now scattered info most parts of it
| Wherever you see a durk red cow with a
white face anid n white str fper down the back,

The vy |

anunculi, low damask ross bLushos, campans
ulas, sweot willinms, and andless old favorites,
according to taste, sucooed in date of flower-
| ing; and their leafags, bending over the pool,

- | or standing up in rich Iu.l.ur!un oo, I8 always

ornamental,

As the brown tint of thoe withering leaves
of the bulls is not an eyesore amongst tha
low morsels of rock, they may be allowed to
| pass quietly away, snd any bright temporary

[ lower planted by the side reenlivens the
| spot.  But however it may be urrangsd, the
little sunk bevd is usually a favorito spot with
visitors, and a great convenience o its ama
teur ownors, — London t-nnh-m-n Chroniole

Farm Anlimals in the U nllﬂl States.

The lnst Unitsl States agricultural report
contains a st of the farm animals of the
" eonntry.

Tha intenst in horso breading is inereasing,
and a small number of horsss begins to be
shippsd abrowl.  Norman, Porchoron, Clydes
| Ualo and the Fnglish Shim or ourt horso are
tho brwals most imported,  The report says
there is little ned of new blood in thorough-
bred or racing stock.  The number of borses
in the country, in spite of the march of
steam, cloctrical nnd other new mofors, has
increassd by over MO,0x.  Cows havo in-
creased B3 G606 over last year.  The increase
in other cattle is still larpyr. The sheap io-
dustry has sufferad greatly, and (s now pass-
ing through a period of deep deprassion
Shoep have decrvased 3 000,000, Swins have
increased nearly L0000, All farm an
mals, exeept sheep, have increassd in oum-
beer,

All farm animals have decreased in valua
The decling has been going on three Yeurs
Horses and mules have gome down 8 per
cent., cattle 8 per conte, shoop 11 per cent.,
bogs 15 per cent.  In two years, although all
farm animals, except sheep, have mcerased
i number, their ageregate valus has gons
(down over 100,000,000, Still, it & o ba
| rememberad that the real value, the animals
th—-m.--lvm. with their meat, hides, bone nivd
musele am all thers, just as much as they
evar wors, and their servicea to man go just

The Horefords wers introduced into this  as far as if (hetr monsy price was twics as
country balf a century or more ago, and they | high,

Crops nt This Date.
The winter wheat crop still continues, gone

[ that cow has Hereford  blood, They are pa- | erally, in a favorablo condition; the usnal
| March frwzing and thawing has oot devel-

tient, good-naturad animas, and the steers
|
innlumkﬂ a greatly improving cross with the
wild Texus catt’'a. T hr o e one of the best
brecds for this prrpese, The Herefords are

make v: duable oxen, are p.-l-ul ar in the west |

Ill_\l !l")" “]-ln -.il'lla.l Or S taons ch\ll'l.-
nge. Ground  generally in good condition
Cotton crop still very larzely in hands of
proslucers Winter packing sason over
Docrvase in woight and quality of hogs

| regulor show cuttle st western exhilutions, J

atl tak 1y prizes. There i5 really no T T

I'I'Iil'l'-'- valuable beef animal thon they. In | . l"l’““m from Beed.

our ilustration the bull's deep brisket de- | Wa have mentioned (hast it would be an in-

sevorids inonsoiid weight of beef well nigh to

| whists they ripen in - the fail,

Lhe grownd,

How to Take O o Hide,
| Intaking off o hide or ealfskin nover ont |
this throat erosswise o the least.  Sht they
skin from tho beisket to the todl, and from
the brisket to aw; then ool arcund  waeh lez
to the hoof, 81 the Bind ez from the hoof
up dircetly over the gambmel, anld o
winpd less o the front, divectly over G Ko,
to the top ol thedwisiet Lon This leaves
the hiide, or skl then in the peogior sl for
tinishing,
[ Skda the bew] anl legs carefully, 1o nvoid
cCutting the, thien O ETETTTLE n 31 Lo
draw o sl ol the «EBin without auy fuetd
use of the kuile, thorehy avouling 1 {0
wiv] s that aliwst spoll 0 muany eaf<kin
DS (hriners s oo Wil I Faw T tho
dodry skins, gl ethoes ey ol I L
o two rnen o do bt a grestdeal mope gl Ry
Bl enshy
| W hon taken o o skin flat on
the | ,.,‘,..' ! per tl A
shidie wpor ity aud cover itwith solt T}
fine salt belne belter tuin oo ooprsd it
Do mot voll 16 up, but et it senumdn i thie st
until you take off aeother; then plisee that
Jonc npon the otliey, salting Lively a8 befo
il =0 on pntil yon get e oneh o to nealie quite
opile; then evrempncs othor pide a0 the
CE L TR TN Lo ot bae alitiaid ! It
frecly s what the skins o not e wil
shitkes afl' ; 1 nleg Lngnin
1 I you preise o tli. oY Your saing Isefora
medling |I'1| e =uive that thoy are thoronghly

curedd with sdr betore deving the, and g
thiat they are '..'.‘-:--1._ hiy ddriesd Lefore boelog |
bkl up for shipment
Never dey out a skin without baving
il to preserye 1t Troam st lss
o i juries onthe e siche which ars
| Voo e 00 Lills are not g .
Foabwe bt deived ont
| I your skins vemain on bamd yory long
after boing deded out, Infore dolivery 1o tha
Lanmier, evenil sulted, watoh tisemn carefuily
s cletenct v I. ations oL mothis Or worns
on the lu shiles, and i: Vo vor oJd
bave the skins vigorously wi Hppasd with o
| sLitK =0 s b thet they shindl bue w V'l
sules] Tiovan o entibe lot of skins, as they |
llen wo NS IBjury i on v 't
Bt — Lasatlior Te v iiw
|
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